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State and its substitution by a classless society, in
which repression will cease to have any purpose.
The means to attain this end is the dictatorship of
the proletariat. No real dictatorship is, however,
intended ; the only object of this dictatorship being
that those who live not by work, but by exploitation,
and who therefore are interested in the perpetuation
of the exploitation of man by man, shall be deprived
of their political rights. The dictatorship of the
proletariat is democratic in the sense that it is a
centralized democracy ; in other words, all decisions
are debated and taken at the base. The executive
merely carries out these decisions while all sections
are compelled to submit to these decisions once they
have been laid down.

Leninism rejects bourgeois democracy and par-
liamentarism as being only sham democracy, in
which the really important organized units are
withdrawn from the influence of the people. (At
Eindhoven, for instance, Philips has more to say
than the town council; even in the case of mines
owned by the State, power is in the hands of a
bureaucracy which is entirely alien to the men who
work the mines.) Leninism aims at a condition of
things where " every kitchenmaid will be able to
control the State " ; in other words, where every
individual consciously bears responsibility for the
general weal. The road towards the gradual